
Make Every Word Count Classroom Discussion Guide for Teachers

Students with Asperger Syndrome and related conditions tend to have difficulty 
developing social skills.  A growing dependence on digital devices also is preventing 
many typically developing  students from acquiring basic social skills.  

The book Make Every Word Count addresses the key social skills of listening, looking 
beyond surface appearances, and showing respect for the opinions and ideas of 
others.  Having a class read and discuss this book can help both children with 
challenges and typically developing students begin to assess and improve their social
skills. As a bonus, the activity can help students who are not familiar with autism 
spectrum disorders understand them a bit better.   

As the story begins, motor mouth middle-schooler Mike and his older sister are 
transported to a world that uses magic the way Earth uses science.  An evil wizard 
there is using mind control to take over the world.  Mike, an expert on maps and 
military strategy games, could be a key asset to the resistance.  But he's struck by a 
spell that lets him say only five words every five minutes.  During his quest to save the 
world, he learns lessons in communication, appreciation for others' strengths, sibling 
cooperation, and self reliance.

Here are ten questions to guide a class discussion of the book.

 1. How does Mike feel about how he is treated at home and at school?

 2. What gives Mike the courage to go on after he is separated from Emily?

 3. Does being limited to saying a few words at a time help Mike learn to 
communicate differently or better?  Explain.

 4. How does Emily choose to use her Tai Chi training at different points in the 
story?  Why?

 5. How does Mike change his opinions about other characters during the story?

 6. What does Mike learn that helps him during the course of the story?  

 7. How do you think Mike and Emily might act differently toward each other as a 
result of what happens in the story?

 8. What would you do if you were offered the power that Mike is offered, and 
why?

 9. Have you ever discovered something about someone who is different that 
surprised you and made you have more respect for that person?

 10. What could schools or students do to help classmates understand and 
appreciate each other – especially when students have trouble fitting in?
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